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Not surprisingly, it has been extremely busy of late as we approach the business end of Term 3. 
 
Last Friday and Saturday evening we had an extremely successful Theatre Restaurant production 
‘Mine’s a Double Gin.’ Over 400 hundred people attended over both nights. It was fantastic to be 
part of such a great team effort celebrating a night of singing, dancing and humour. For those of 
you who attended, I hope you had a wonderful evening and thank you very much for your support. 
I would like to especially acknowledge the Bundaberg West Rotary Club’s 50 members and 
partners who came along again this year. Thank you for your continued support. 
 
This year’s Theatre Restaurant was significant as it really was an excellent example of the whole 
community working together to produce such a great show. 
 
My sincere gratitude goes to Mr Trevor Newman, Director, Producer and ‘Jack of all Trades’ for 
his continued leadership, passion and love of live theatre. Mr Newman’s ability to bring together 
individuals, some who have never performed ‘live’ before is a credit to him. Thank you Mr 
Newman. 
 
There is a plethora of other staff and community people who are deserving of praise for their 
contribution to this year’s production, including those involved in sound and lighting, backstage, 
choreography, costumes, bar operations, catering students and staff, front of house. Once again, at 
this very busy time of year, so many staff have contributed above and beyond their normal duties, 
truly reflecting the ‘sense of the goose.’ 
 
Year 12 students last week sat the Core Skills Test. This is an important event in their academic 
lives as the tests play an important role in determining their Overall Position and Tertiary Entrance 
eligibility. The Year 12’s rehearsed for several months. I believe they were prepared well and I 
look forward to hearing of some good results.  
 
Last Friday marked the celebrations of Teacher Aide and Support Staff Day. We are fortunate to 
have many highly skilled and trained teacher aides and support staff in our midst. We thank them 
for the difference they make in and around classrooms, and the support they provide to teachers 
and students alike. On behalf of the school community, thank you!!! 
 
Gin Gin High is seeking your feedback in relation to a slight change in the day structure, 
commencing 2010. The change involves moving the end of the day forward from 3.05 p.m. to 2.50 
p.m. The reasons for this proposal appear as an insert in this newsletter. Please feel free to give 
constructive feedback.  All feedback will be considered by the Local Consultative Committee 
before a final decision is made early in Term 4. All responses are due by the end of Term 3. 
 
Finally, as a trial, the newsletter will now be distributed to students on Monday mornings during 
care group in an effort to increase the levels of communication between the school and home. We 
hope this is one more practical way to improve our communication with you. 
 
 

Until next newsletter 
Darren Wallwork 
 
 
�
STUDENT ABSENCE LINE – 4133 2160 

GIN GIN STATE HIGH SCHOOL 
 

NEWSLETTER 
 

OUR PURPOSE: To inspire learning that creates confidence, choice and opportunity 
now & in the future. 

 

WE 
 
 

VALUE: 
 
 

PEOPLE 
 
 

LEARNING 
 
 

OPPORTUNITY 
 
 

TEAMWORK 
 
 

ENVIRONMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

30 High School Rd 
Gin Gin  Q  4671 

 
Ph: (07) 41332111 
Fax:07) 41332100 

OUR IDEALS: Responsibility, Respect, Doing Your Best, Honesty & Trustworthiness 
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AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE FOR PARENTS AND CARERS ABOUT BULLYING ISSUES 
 
In this time of heightened awareness of violence in schools, I would like to reassure all parents and carers that Gin Gin High deals with 
reported incidents of bullying. 
 
We do not tolerate any form of violence or harassment. 
 
As principal, it is my number one priority that every student feels safe in our supportive school environment. 
 
I have reminded all students that bullying behaviour is unacceptable and will not be tolerated at this school. I ask that parents and 
carers take some time this week to speak with your children about bullying and to remind them of the importance of treating others 
with fairness, dignity and respect. Our second school rule aligns itself with respecting others and I am constantly reinforcing this on 
full school parades. 
 
If you believe your child is being bullied or may be involved in bullying another student, I also urge you to contact the appropriate 
personnel to discuss the ways we can help to address this behaviour. 
 
Our school community has a number of programs to combat bullying and harassment, including: 
 

·  Explicit teaching of social skills around bullying, harassment and cyber bullying as part of our School Wide Positive 
Behaviour Program  

·  Specific programs such as ‘The Matthew Stanley Foundation’ and the ‘One Punch Can Kill Campaign.’ 
·  Embedded anti-bullying curriculum programs, such as in Year 8 Drama. 
·  Respectful Relationships Policy as part of our Responsible Behaviour Plan. 

   
Gin Gin High takes very seriously its responsibility to keep our students safe from bullying, harassment and violence. 
 
I urge any parents and carers who are concerned about bullying to contact your son/daughter’s Care Group Coach, House Coordinator 
or members of Administration.  
 
Darren Wallwork - Principal 
 

11 BIOLOGY ECOLOGY FIELD STUDY  
 

Year 11 Biology students are completing an  Extended 
Experimental Investigation of a freshwater ecosystem – Jake’s 
Pond. They are investigating the distribution and abundance of 
Red Azolla Azolla filiculoides  and Giant Waterlilly Nymphaea 
gigantea along a transect. The students are aiming to relate the 
distribution and abundance of the water plants with 
environmental factors such as depth of water, surface 
temperature, light intensity, pH, Dissolved oxygen and salinity. A 
field study report on Jake’s Hole plus an evaluation of the 
management of the exotic water weeds Water Hyacinth 
Eichhornia crassipes and Salvinia  Salvinia molesta in the local 
area are the assessment for Term 3.   
 
John Loveday - 11 Biology Teacher. 
 

 
 

Jessica Darnell and Jackie Fewin taking measurements on 
Jake’s Hole. 

 

DREAMWORLD 
 
Dear Diary, 
It was an early 4am start Tuesday 25 August 2009 for the  
students of Physics in Years 9, 10 11 & 12. We left the high 
school on our maiden voyage to Dreamworld at the Gold Coast. 
As you could imagine no one was excited at 4 am but as the trip 
progressed, everyone became alive. Once there, we all decided to 
go our different ways.  Some of us went on the water rapids and 
got drenched. Then we took a ride on the Giant Drop where 
Jordain Flanders started to hyperventilate and asked to stop the 
ride when we were only 10m up.  
The students in Years 9 & 10 got to test their ‘accelerometers’ 
that measured the ‘g’ forces of the rides and the senior students 
got to use an electronic accelerometer to assist them in their 
studies of motion. 
It was a warm day so Mr Spanks decided to take his chances on 
the Flow Rider and managed to fall over 3 times and finally on 
the fourth go got up but then fell back off. Everyone had a great 
time at the park but then came the dreaded bus trip home. 
Another 5 hour trip in the dark.  
A big thanks to Ms Fildes, Mr Spanks and Mr Jansen for a 
brilliant day of fun and Physics. 
 
Chris Jansen - Teacher 
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�  Senior Leader Applications out 
��	

�  Theatre of the Deaf Performance 
��	

�  School Social 
��	

�  Bundy Jobs Mart 
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YEAR 9 QCATS 
 
During the next few weeks, all Year 9 students will be undertaking the 
Queensland Comparable Assessment Tasks in the three Core Subject 
areas of English, Maths and Science.  These tasks will be the same for 
every Year 9 student in Queensland and each of them concentrate on a 
selection of the Essential Learnings from each of the 3 Key Learning 
Areas. 
 
In English, Science and Maths classes at the moment, your child will 
be preparing for the task which will be completed across a number of 
lessons. At the completion of the task, a marking and moderation 
system will be implemented, ranging from the classroom teacher to a 
panel of teachers from this school and other schools from the district.  
This ensures comparability and accountability with the task. 
 
Liz Walker - HOD 

BDSSS – ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 
 
After excellent performances at our Inter-house Athletics 
Carnival, expectations were high as our team of finely tuned 
athletes headed off to the Bundaberg District Athletics 
Carnival. The calibre of performances from our team was 
nothing short of exceptional and proves that we can compete 
with the larger schools in the region.  
 
Some outstanding individual performances were recorded by 
the following athletes who were crowned “Champions” of their 
respective events; 
 
Morgan Engstrom - won the 13 years girls Shot Put 
Katie Steemson  - won the 14 years girls Triple 

 Jump, 100m and 200m. 
Caleb Everton   - won the 14 years boys 800m 
John-Paul Galea  - won the 15 years boys Discus and 

 Shot Put 
Joel Nicholson  - won the 16 years boys Long Jump 
Megan Neill  - won the 16 years girls Javelin 
Penny Haapakoski - won the 17 years girls Discus and 

 Javelin 
Brandon Galea  - won the 17 years boys Triple Jump 
Will Collier  - won the 17 years boys Discus and 

 Shot Put 
 
While it is impossible to list the individual achievements of all 
our athletes, I must highlight two outstanding pieces of athletic 
brilliance by our students. Megan Neill threw a national 
qualifying throw in the Javelin while Penny Haapakoski also 
threw a national qualifying throw in the Discus. 
Congratulations to both girls on their achievements.    
  
A total of 13 of our athletes have been chosen to represent 
Bundaberg District in the upcoming Wide Bay Athletics 
Carnival by finishing first or second in their respective events. 
The selected athletes are as follows: 
 
Katie Steemson   Joel Nicholson  
John-Paul Galea   Caitlin Gilfoyle  
Megan Neill   Steven Collier 
Andrew Poole   Will Collier  
Brandon Galea   Morgan Engstrom 
Penny Haapakoski  Caleb Everton 
Bruce Gossner 
 
The Wide Bay Athletics Carnival will be held in Maryborough 
on Thursday 10 and Friday 11 September 2009. All athletes 
must ensure they take their medical forms with them and give 
them to their team managers on the day. 
 
Thank you to all the athletes who represented Gin Gin SHS 
proudly over the two days and congratulations to those athletes 
selected to represent Bundaberg District at the Wide Bay 
Athletic carnival. Thank you also to Mr Greg Collier who spent 
two days officiating at the carnival on our behalf.   
 
Just a reminder, that our Twenty-second annual Sports Awards 
evening will be held on Tuesday 20 October, commencing at 
7:00pm. Any students wishing to win the coveted Sportsman 
and Sportswoman of the Year awards must nominate with Mr 
McDonald by Thursday 17 September. 
 
Mervyn McDonald - Sports Coordinator 
 

ABOVE AND BEYOND 
 
If Gold Medals were awarded for heart, courage and determination on 
the sporting playing fields, then I know of seven young ladies who 
would be walking around with gold medals. These ladies represented 
Gin Gin High with distinction at the recent Queensland Schools Cup 
Volleyball competition in Toowoomba.   
 

 
 
With only seven players, this team went through the pool matches 
undefeated and top of their pool.  This meant that they were through 
to the final 8 teams out of the starting 17.  They met Springwood SHS 
in the Semi Final. Springwood SHS were bigger and taller and had 
twice as many players but Gin Gin SHS showed unbelievable tenacity 
to come out on top.  This put them through to the final four where 
they came up against Balmoral SHS No.1 team.  In a very closely 
fought match they won a close third set to advance to the gold medal 
playoff.  All of the girls’ matches provided new groups of supporters, 
as their enthusiasm and vocal supporting of all teams won many 
admirers. 
 
Unfortunately Gin Gin High ran into a red hot Gympie SHS in the 
final.  After starting poorly, they fought back in both sets but 
unfortunately the Volleyball gods did not smile on them and they lost 
both sets in a very tight finish to be awarded the silver medal.  At no 
time did these ladies ever give up or find the going too hard.  They 
earned the respect and following of many opposing players but more 
importantly the admiration of many opposing coaches.  It has been a 
privilege to coach these ladies this year. 
 
Alex Thompson - Very Proud Coach 
 

Congratulations to our Theatre Restaurant Raffle 
Winners!!! 
 
1st  – Michelle Thompson, Bundaberg 
2nd  – Gossner Family, Monduran 



 4 

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�

  

 
�

�������� �
 

�s�€�s�t�r�…�Q�y�z�ƒ�v�s�€�s�t�r�…�Q�y�z�ƒ�v�s�€�s�t�r�…�Q�y�z�ƒ�v�s�€�s�t�r�…�Q�y�z�ƒ�v�Q�Q�Q�Q
 
 

 Competitive Rates 

 No Job Too Small 

 Saturday / Sunday 

 4 in 1 Bucket 

 Post Holes (6”, 9” & 12”) 

 Driveways – Slab Preparations 

 Levelling – Site Clean Up – Back Filling     
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Pat & Jenny Jones 
 

PO Box 97 
Depot: 17 Elliott St 
GIN GIN    QLD    4671 
Ph: (07) 41572348        Fax: 41573000 
Mob: 0415 796 839 
Email: gingincarryingco@bigpond.com 
 

Leave Gin Gin:         6.00am,8.00am,1.30pm 
From Bundaberg:     9.30am,12.00pm, 
   1.30pm,3.30pm 
A chiller van service between Bundaberg,  
Gin Gin & Moore Park 
Daily run to Wallaville and Moore Park Beach 
Also a Semi to Brisbane for pallet size orders 
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Sunday, Monday or Tuesday: 
 Any three, 3 Niters for $9.90 
Wednesday: 
 Any two DVD’s or Videos for the  
 Price of One. 
Thursday: 
 All Overnights for $4.40 each 
Friday : 

All $3.30 weeklies for $1.10  
(Does not include games). 

Everyday:  Five weeklies for $10.10 
 (includes games) 

WHALE WATCHING 
 
Last Thursday fifty-one Year 9 students went on a ‘Whale 
Watching’ excursion to Hervey Bay, which was an experience 
of a life time! The Whalesong Boat, which has been running 
for 22 years, was a very luxurious boat. The food that was 
served provided an amazing experience for everyone’s taste 
buds.  
 
We not only had the excitement of seeing the whales in their 
natural habitat but we also got to see dolphins and bird life. 
Everyone became extremely excited when the first whale was 
spotted. There was one pod of whales that came very close to 
the boat. They were so unique, so big, and so amazing!!  
 
We would like to thank all staff that came with us and helped 
in anyway. A huge thank you to the school for offering such a 
fantastic experience!! Definitely something that we won’t 
forget!! 
 
Emily Tobin - Student 

 

NETBALL 
 
Well what a year this has been for Netball.  We started the year with a 
large enthusiastic group of girls, from these ten were selected.  I 
warned the girls that the season would be hard as most of the girls 
from the other schools had a lot more experience.   
 
In our first few games we were soundly beaten by Shalom 1 and 2 and 
Bundy High.  Although our team did not manage to score many goals 
it was obvious that the team was improving and that by the end of the 
season the girls could be a team to be reckoned with.  After the school 
holidays, the team had convincing wins against Kepnock and St 
Luke’s. In the last week, our team played their game against North 
Bundy for a 15 all draw.  This draw put our team into fourth place and 
gave us a place on finals day.  
 
I was so proud of the improvement shown and the way the girls 
played and never gave up; trying for the whole game. The Campbell 
girls, Laura and Rebecca, were an almost unbeatable force in the 
defence in the circle.  Caitlyn Gilfoyle was magnificent as our goal 
attack and encouraged the other girls and kept their spirits up even 
when they were loosing.  Maddie Gabbert gave us some heart 
stopping moments with her amazing shooting ability.  Valeria 
McDougall and Amber Darnell were terrific in the centre third with 
some amazing feats of agility and defence.  Centre was well run by 
Emily Tobin and Renata Baczynski both girls showing great fitness 
and control of the ball.  Natalie Albans and Ainsley Mikkelson 
completed our team and completed our centre court players.  Both 
Natalie and Ainsley showed terrific improvement over the season.  
Although Ainsley wasn’t able to play on finals day, due to an injury 
from the week before, she came and was our official scorer.  For this I 
thank her.  I would also like to thank Miss Pitt for her assistant 
coaching role and support throughout the season.  Thank  you girls 
and congratulations.  You should be very proud of yourselves and the 
way in which you represented Gin Gin High. 
 
Deirdre Watts - Netball Coach 
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